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Fremont Area District Library Cuts Hours and Staff 

Fremont, Mich. – The Board of Trustees of the Fremont Area District Library cut library hours and 
reduced staff this past week in response to the fiscal crisis at the library and within the state. The Board 
regrets reducing hours of public service, but is facing a “perfect storm” of funding cuts that has reduced 
the library’s budget by over $100,000 for the current year. 

The State of Michigan eliminated reimbursement of the Agricultural Processing Renaissance Zone this 
year – cutting the library’s budget directly by $45,000. Combined with the decline in property values and 
the increased capture of taxes by the City of Fremont, the library has seen its projected revenue drop by 
over $100,000. 

The library has already cut in various areas, but there is no possible way to absorb this cut without 
cutting services and staff.  This fall, the Fremont Area Community Foundation graciously provided a one-
time grant of $40,000 to give the library board some time to make long-term decisions about the 
budget. On February 22, 2011, the board met and reduced public hours to the following: 

As of April 1, 2011, the library will reduce Saturday hours to 10:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

As of June, 1, 2011, the library’s hours will be reduced to: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 10:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Friday: 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Saturday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

The library board recognizes that this will directly impact our users; however, the library must reduce 
costs drastically in order to remain solvent.  

On top of this, the recently announced state budget for 2011-2012 proposes cutting 40 percent of state 
aid to libraries, meaning all libraries are in jeopardy of losing statewide library services.  

“This is coupled with the fact that we are facing a perfect storm of funding cuts - every source of funding 
available to libraries– state aid, renaissance zone reimbursements, tax capture of dedicated library 
millages, elimination of personal property taxes and Federal funds – is being chopped-off at the knees. 
There isn’t much more we can take and be expected to survive,” said Christine Berro, Michigan Library 
Association Board President. 

In his State of the State address, Gov. Snyder spoke about the importance of growing Michigan’s 
knowledge-based economy  and the power of group purchasing, two initiatives supported by most in 
Michigan. The cuts to library funding proposed in the 2011-2012 budget move the library community in 
the exact opposite direction.  

Libraries are the only community that has successfully achieved statewide group purchasing which the 
Governor has called for – saving the state $72 million - and that is now at risk. The MeLibrary, MeLCat 
interlibrary loan and MeL Tests and Tutorials – all resources used for research, education, job seeking 



 

 

and preparation – are in jeopardy. These services are invaluable to students at all levels and across the 
education spectrum. 

“We greatly appreciate Gov. Snyder including funding for the Michigan eLibrary as its own line item in 
the budget, but unfortunately it’s just not enough to maintain the service at its current level and the 
entire system is at risk of collapsing.”  

Gov. Snyder also is calling for utilizing online tools for state services, to save state funds and create 
efficiencies. This is a trend seen across the nation, at both the state and federal level. As state and 
federal programs require users to access information and complete the registrations on the Internet 
such as unemployment, disability and taxes, libraries become even more crucial.  

“Government officials are requiring people to use the Internet to complete essential services and when 
Internet access isn’t available at home, they are sent to their library but the state is passing the funding 
burden onto the locals,” states Berro.  “The proposed funding level also means regional library systems – 
also known as library cooperatives or co-ops – will cease to exist. Within two years, the impact will be 
widely visible. Patrons will not be able to check-out books at some libraries, 11 library co-ops will close, 
GED test preparation services will be eliminated and additional individual libraries will close.”  

If the Governor’s budget passes, the Fremont Area District Library will face further cuts in service and 
the Lakeland Library Cooperative will also need to cut services as well. 

Library Director Ray Arnett commented: “We are extremely distressed that the library must cut public 
service hours; but we are also grateful for the strong community support that has enabled us to avoid 
even further cuts.  The strong support from The Fremont Area Community Foundation and the Friends 
of the Fremont Area District Library have allowed us to continue purchasing books and other materials, 
but the board must make these hard decisions to assure continued library service to the Fremont area.” 
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